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| PEAR ATHK 


N 1783, Lord Jonn Cavznpiss be. 
ing then Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, introduced a bill to tax quack 
| medicines in the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons. 


The novelty of ſuch a propoſed im- 

_ poſt, gave riſe to the following Addreſs 
to the Quacks on the ſolemn occaſion ; 

more ſo, as there has been much con- 

tention between the Regulars and the 

LIrregulars concerning their privileges, 
the Author has endeavoured, by an al- 

legory, under the title of Parsrcar 

PRUDENcE, to illuſtrate the riſe and pro- 

greſs of ec, with the origin of their 


diſputes, 


e 


diſputes; holding up to the reader's 
imagination, the gencral maxims of the 
profeſſors of phyſic, with the influence 
which generally prevails over the unex- 
perienced part of mankind in theſe mat- 
ters, as if genius were to be confined or 

directed by human precepts in the ſci- 
ence of phyſic, when in all other arts 
ſuch notions were and are treated with 
deſerved contempt. What is moſt to be 
lamented is, the ſcience and the power 
of phyſic are no way adequate to the in- 
expreſſible unnumbered ills mankind la- 
bour under, reſpecting ſickneſs and 
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IT is not to be ſuppoſed I ſhould at- 
1 tempt to uſe any argument which 
tends to ſoften a Miniſter of State to 
forego his promiſed fleece on this occa- 
ſion — ſooner might you expect to per- 
ſuade the ravenous hyæna, by hunger 
preſſed, to leave his delicious morſel un- 
touched, when the bleeding lamb lies a 
victim at his feet, than hope for pity 
when the neceſſitous exigences of the 
ſtate require additional ſupplies, whoſe 
extended Treaſury jaws, like Aſtley's 
great fiſn, ſwallow up all that comes in 
their way, with as little concern; and like 
that fiſh too, muſt fink at laſt out of 
ſight. But let not prejudice miſconftrue 
my words — I do not mean to ſay that 

a the 


[i ] 
the miniſter is of that canine appetite 
poſſeſſed, as to be deaf to human in- 
treaty, where it is backed by reaſon, 
and whoſe felicity is moſt intimately 


blended in his country's welfare; or that 
the compoſitions of the Quacks are as 


harmleſs as the lamb, or the prefervation 
of them is as neceſſary towards the con- 
tribution relative to the comforts of the 
human ſpecies. A miniſter is only a 
judge of his appetite by the cravings of 
the ſtate, and he ſtands by the door to 


receive propoſals, equal alike from the 


diſcerning benevolent mind, as from the 


dark deſigning man, who is regardleſs of 


the digeſtion his plan may procure, ſo 
he gorges a fee, to wallow in, for the 
preſent. 


All * 8 op- 
preſſive to the people, and diſagreeable to 
him whoſe ſtation it is to proclaim the 
mournful elegy. The impoſt on all noſ- 
trums, whether of the reſtorative, pre- 
fervative, or embelliſhing kind, if pru- 
dently extended, and carefully gathered, 

may 


| 
| 
| 
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may afford a morſe] worth the legiſla- 
ture's attention, at the ſame time may 
afford matter of conſolation to the in- 
ventors of medicine in this general alarm 
which now excites their fears. 


In many inſtances where taxes are 
impoſed on the public, no drawback, no 


comfortable gleam unveils to the careful 
mind, any reimburſement. Here you are 


peculiarly happy in this exemption, and 
as being conſtituted his Majeſty's tax 


8 gatherers, emoluments in courſe follow, 


advantages torn from the diſtreſſed indi- 


vidual who is the conſumer. Lord John 


Cavendiſh, who brought you into emi- 
nent notice, merits your praiſe ; he has 
openly taxed you, not as Lord North 
did, in a ſecret manner, by laying heavy 
duties on glaſs, ſpirits of wine, adver- 
tiſements, &c. which ſorely oppreſſed, 
without affording proper lenitives to mol- 
lify ; in the preſent caſe, allowing for 
the difficulty and inconvenience of not 
giving a ſufficient time to regulate theſe 
intricate matters, this tax is more fa- 

a 2 favorable 
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vorable to promote than depreſs your 
conſequence; further, you are by this 
act placed in a pleaſing ſimilar ſituation 
as the learned members of the law, who 
are deſigned for promotion to a judge's 
ſeat, muſt be firſt created a ſerjeant; ſo 
here, in order to prepare the way for re- 
ception at court, the opprobious name 
of Quack, or Irregular, is changed to 
the faſhionable one of a regular Licen- 
tiate, paying only the trifling fee of 
twenty ſhillings. Thus patronized, ho- 
nours wait on you — honours which none 
of the tribe could ever have aſpired too. 
 Socner might the Jews expect naturali- 
_ zation, as the irregulars take precedence 
on an occaſion ſo emergent as the pre- 
ſent; and it is the univerſal wiſh of the 
public you may ſo conduct yourſelves, 
with that propriety and fkill, as may af- 
ford, at leaſt, relief to the great perſonage 
who now condeſcends to apply to you 
for relief, in preference to the learned 
phyſician or other medical gentlemen, 
who, on any other occaſton than the pre- 
ſent, would have been tumuituous, and 

arraigned 
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arraigned the judgment of the noble 
Lord; nor would they have heſitated to 
accuſe him of a crime little ſhort of 
high treaſon, by making application to 
men ſo notoriouſly ſuppoſed for their ig- 
norance and preſumption, blending all 
in one maſs, forgeting the names of a 
Boyle, a Dr. Watſon, Profeſſor of Che- 
miſtry, Biſhop of Landaff, with ſeveral 
truly great men, who have not been re- 


gularly dragged through their cell. 


In this affair Lord Cavendiſh, above 


the narrow prejudices of mankind, has 


| ſhewn his knowledge, not only of men 


and manners, but his ſkill in the diſeaſe ; 
and where he merit finds, there he will 


patroniſe openly, and in the moſt public 
manner calls for the aſſiſtance of Quacks; 


and when they are called upon to give 
their aſſiſtance by ſo reſpectable a perſon, 
who would not be proud to wait? Andit 
is natural to expect, agrceable to the eti- 
quette of the court, henceforth they may 
be complimented, and have free egreſs 
or ingreſs; more ſo when they bring the 

| favorite 
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favorite remedy aſked for, known to ex- 
cel in conſumptive complaints of the 
Nate all the remedies the great oracles 
_ poſſeſs, contained in the large volume of 
knowledge, bound up in the Diſpenſa- 
tory form. 


Who is this great perſonage that is 
ill? —Is it the King? —or by what 
chain of fortuitous circumſtances does 
this, of all changes at court the moſt ex- 
traordinary, happen ? — Have patience, 
I will inform you. 


In after ages the hiſtorian will give 
vent with honeſt indignation, which now, 
in complaiſance to the celebrated actors, 
he reluctantly forbears; then will he re- 
late the diſmemberment of one great em- 
pire by a trifling cauſe, which will eclipſe 
famed Helen's name, the bane of Troy ; 
there a beauteous, lovely, bewitching 
face, kindled the coals of diſcord ; here 
a lady's veſtment, an inſignificant out- 
ward garb, propoſed - rejected — blew 


the 
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the ſhrill trump, by a Nox rx blaſt 
directed. 


Parents, from long exerciſing an af- 
fectionate power over their children, 
ſometimes carry the ruling idea beyond 
the bounds nature and heaven deſigned ; 
forgetting they themſelves are the treſ- 


paſſers of good manners and friendſhip, 


and it is but reaſonable their children 
ſhould have an allotted time to judge 


for themſclves, as well | as their prede- 
ceſſors. 


BRITANNIA, the great illuſtrious per- 
fonage whom we allude to, had a favorite 
daughter, who was the envy and admi- 


ration of foreign courts, her name Au- 


RICA, England's pride, Hibernia's hope. 
She ſettled in a diſtant country, travel- 
lers ſpoke largely of her fame, in raptures 
did they dwell, and in extaſy propheſy 
her greatneſs, her future riſe to glory. 


Britannia, in extaſy on hearing her 
5 ons forgot the mother's name, America 
the 


41 
the daughter's; two bodies, like twins, ſo 
cloſely united, one ſoul ſeems to agitate 
the whole; ſo happy were they and their 
progeny, in being ſo nearly allied to each 
other, reciptocal engagements were long 
their delight; if the one did bleed by fo- 
reign foe, the other, in Amazon array, 
did ſtand to revenge the indignant blow. 
Here long uninterrupted they reigned, 
when Britannia accidentally became ac- 
quainted with a Lord, who ſignalized 
himſelf in framing a habit of a curious 
nature, eaſily ſlipped on; ſuch an one as 
Britannia, in an unthinking mood, had 
thrown over her ſhoulders ſeveral years 
ago, without perceiving any incumber- 
| ance at that time worth notice. This 
veſt, deſigned for America, being the 
curious workmanſhip of a Lord, was 
much noticed by Britannia, and ſent 
over with great form and ceremony, to 
inveſt her daughter with, and a multi- 
plicity of ribbons to bind it faſt. Ame- 
rica, with her uſual politeneſs and good 
breeding, thanked her mother's care and 
good intention, but ſhe was of age herſelf 


to 
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to know what was proper to appear in; 
ſuch a garb neither ſuited the climate, 
or the manners of her children. The 
nobleman, on being acquainted with this 
laconic anſwer, was exceedingly exaſper- 
ated, that he ſhould take ſo much pains 
to adorn a perſonage whom he looked on 
now with contempt ; urged Britannia to 
inſiſt, and force her daughter's compliance, 
and that by coerſive meaſures ; for, with 
her aſſiſtance, he would ſoon bring Ame- 


rica to his feet in a humiliating poſture, 
The taylors, habit makers, and others of 


a ſimilar craft, combined not to give 
him the leaſt information or aſſiſtance, in 
hopes he would make a cobling job of it; 
neither had they talents to diſcern how a 
man, not regularly brought up to the bu- 
ſineſs, could make and fit a habit on a 


lady at ſo great a diſtance, when he knew 


but little of her temper, neither had he 
proper dimenſions of her waiſt, ſtomach, 


or height; Britannia's pride was flattered 


on her preſent greatneſs. She was in a 
ſituation fimilar to a young heir, who had 
juſt come to a great eſtate which he never 

b knew 
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knew the pains to get, ſquanders it away 
to feed the flies of ſycophants; one ſuch 
buzzed in her ear.— She who had made 
other perſonages, equal to herſelf, bend 
to her will, now let her daughter have 
her way. No, my Lord, it muſt not be, 
and rent her fan in ſeveral pieces. I am 
reſolved to humble the minx who dare 
diſpute our ſovereign authority; we will 
enforce martial law that ſhall awe her 
into ſubmiſſion. The children of Ame- 
rica, feeling for the ſituation of their 
parent, reſpectfully joined in petition- 
ing, in the moſt dutiful manner, to the 
court of Britain, not to exact ſo ſervile 
an acknowledgment. No anſwer to ſo 
reaſonable a requeſt could be obtained. 
A long unnatural conteſt enſued, when 
other nations interfered, and by a ſecret 
manceuvre of Thirteen Stripes, wove by 
the offspring of America, poor Britannia 
was worſted, and her cloaths torn off, 
ſo that ſhe was glad to ſhelter herſelf, 
from the bleak winds 'of inſult, in the 
garment defigned for her daughter; and 
what is ſtill more fatal to tell, ſhe has 

gone 
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gone out of her ſenſes, and wears the 
garment as a widow's weed, which by 
conſtant wear, is too thin to keep her 
comfortable; then aſks new ſtamps to 
mend the patched veſt, and thoſe who 
produce the richeſt are now preferred, 
and ſhe calls them her friends; for ſcarce 
any thing elſe can appeaſe her fury, and 
ſtamps are echoed through the land. 


So many perſons are affected by this 
cataſtrophe, they refuſe to abide in the 
country, being frequently obliged to ſacri- 
fice ſome favorite object to appeaſe their 
troubled mind. The other day a facri- 
fice was made at Hyde Park Corner, when 
it was computed one hundred and fifty 
carriages were in the proceſſion.* 


Here is a caſe, a dreadful one it is; 
if you are ſo happy as to ſucceed, im- 
mortal honours wait on you. The Fa- 
culty fairly ſtand alcof, they deſire no- 
thing to do with the mad bedlamite as 
b 2 they 


* At Mr. Tatterſhall's, about forty is the general 
number for one day's ſale, 
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they are pleaſed to ſtigmatiſe her; and 
ſay, the more ſhe is ſtamped the ſooner 
ſhe will expire, and the preſcription 
ſtamp is a recipe diſguſtful to the nation. 


They had but little to do with her 
a few years ago; the conſequence was, 
had they not taken a miller's method,“ 
they had been ruined with the great ex- 
pence they were put to; on which they 
immediately 


* A perſon, remarkable for riding a fine horſe in a 
nobleman's hunt, excited his lordſhip to enquire who 
he was; when being informed he was a miller, and 


rented a mill of his lordſhip, deſired his fteward to raiſe 


his rent, urging, if he could afford to ride ſuch a horſe, 
he muſt have a good bargain of the mill. He rode as 
uſual; when the nobleman enquired of his ſteward if 
he had obeyed his orders, on being anſwered in the affir- 
mative, told him to double his rent. Still the milier 
Hunted ; when ſome accidental circumſtance brought 
the parties in converſation, his lordſhip mentioned he was 
informed he rented a mill of him, and believed his ſtew- 


ard had raiſed his rent twice lately. Ves, and pleaſe your 


lordſhip, pretty handſomely. Well, and can you afford to 
pay ſo much? O, yes, my lord, it makes no odds to me, 
it is your tenants pay for it. How ſo? Why, when 
your ſteward firſt raiſed my ren: I took a little more toi! 
from them, and when he doubled it I did the ſame. © G 
iF that is the caſe, pray take the mill at the old rent. 
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immediately raiſed the price of their lo- 
tions, their potions, their mixtures, their 
juleps, their powders, their draughts, 
&c. from one ſhilling to eighteen pence, 
and from one ſhilling and fix pence to 

half a crown; ſo that Lord North's tax 
on glaſs, drugs, &c. produced to them a 
better harveſt than they ever experienced 
before; whilſt the poor Quacks in gene- 
ral, who were much harder borne on, by 
having more coſtly bottles, and pay ing 
a heavy duty on advertiſements, ſcarce 
raiſed their medicines a penny in a ſnil- 
ling, hereby proving themſelves the beſt 
ſubjects ; but no tax ever laid on them 
| was fo fatal to their intereſt as the general 
one on glaſs, &c. When the preſent tax 
was propoſed, they met it like men wha 
were well acquainted with the world, 
and carried the miller's ſmiling counte- 
nance, reſolving to imitate fo good a pre- 
cedent, by regularly advancing their me- 
dicines proportionable to the tax laid on; 
and ſo far from expreſſing a deſire to be 
exculcd, they would have joined ifſue 
witn my Lord Cavendiſh, As the Fa- 
culty 
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culty have long had a St, Luke for 
their patron, to pray to in diſtreſs, ſo 
now the Quacks, honorable appellation |! 
boaſt a Lord John Cavendiſh for theirs; 
and it is generally thought this noble- 
man has more intereſt at court than St. 
Luke; indeed the event has ſhewn it : 
and when the Quacks go to the Devil,* 
all their with is to have their patron 
along with them, to toaſt him in a bum- 


per. 


When this tax was propoſed to the 
Houſe of Commons on Quacks, the idea 
created a laugh, which, according to 
Sterne's notions, adds ſomething to man's 
felicity ergo they are not ſuch a uſeleſs 
ſet of beings as the world imagines, ſince 
only the name creates a genial glow. 
But here the people might be miſtaken, 
if they think by a miniiter leveling an 
arrow at the Quack will gall them—No! 
their art is ſo great, the arrow only 

glances 


* The Devil Tavern, Temple Bar, famous for good 
wine, and where it is ſaid the proprietors of medicine meet, 
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glances, and hits thoſe who ſtand neat 
them. It is the confumer, ia all cafes 
where the tax is laid on the commo- | 
dity, muſt reimburſe the extra's; and | 
medicines of this nature now claim a 
dignity they never received before; good 
ones will grow more in repute, bad ones 
will not bear the touch; it is not in this 
caſe for any one to ſay, I will not have 
any thing to do with them now they are 
raiſed. The inexperienced in fickneſs 
care but littie for either the pompous 
Phyſician or the low itinerant Quack. 
Neceſſity takes place of choice in theſe 
matters; both branches of phyſic, whe- 
ther that which meets the idea of regular 
or irregular, labour under difficulties ; 
neither is relief to be had on all occaſions, 
Perſons who are ſeized by the oppreſſive 
hand of illneſs, at firſt beholds the Phy- 
ſician and the Quack through falſe me- 
ciums. A Phyſician is an exception con- 
trary to the general order of nature. Moſt 
objects at a diſtance appear ſmall, and 
magnify the nearer you approach ; but a 
Phyſician is great in his firſt appearance, 

and 
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and dwindles in your fight by a cloſe con- 
nexion; ſo on the other hand, a Quack 
at firſt view is conſidered and ſpoken of 
as a contemptible, vain boaſting, deceit- 
ful being; but the ,nearer you approach 
and examine his teſtimonials, you will 
find cauſe to change your opinion, and 
he raiſes in your fight. A Phyſician you 
only pay for advice, not for a cure; to 
the Quack you pay for a cure, and nct 
for advice. Few perſons of any conſe- 
quence preſume to try any noſtrum, be- 
fore they have paid a compliment to the 
Faculty within the circle of their ac- 
quaintance. Shame light on ſuch un- 
grateful beings; if they did, where would 
be the encourzgement to the induſtrious 
apothecary to flore his ſhop with rich 
cordials, nicely preſerved; who, when 
the unthinking by-ſtander would have 
the doctor ſhare, no, poor man, he only 
(miſer like) can banquet on the thought ; 
when further urged only to taſte, with 
indignation replies, forbid it friendſhip, 
my kindneſs to my patients will not 
permit, for to them I will fend it all. 


Quack 
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Quacks deſpiſe the narrow view of 
ſerving friends only; general good, na- 
tional welfare, univerſal philanthropy; 
no diſtinction of perſons. Would you 
have the abilities of an irregular being 
pinioned down like the droniſh regular, 
who, like the greyhound, never ſtirs un- 
til he ſees his game, then flies as nin ble 
as if he was an undertaker's running 
footman ; whilſt the Quack, like the 
induſtrious beagle, ranges round the 
coppice, up hill, down dale, to explore 
the delicious prize; when he has got a 
good ſcent, diſplays his joy with his ſo- 
norous pipe, to notify his ſkill, 


A Quack loves to graze in nature's 
field at large, whilſt one of the Facul- 
ty is like an animal noozed in a fence, 
out of which he may look but cannot 
conveniently take a leap; content with 
what his ſuperior directs. Who would 
not be glad to ſhake his regular fetters 
oi}, and range abroad like noble beaſts, 
whilſt ſhaded under the banner of a Lord, 
a ſriend to Quacks, to no man a foe. 


c Then 
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Then freely bring your irregular of- 
ferings, grand reſtoratives, excellent pre- 
ſervatives, never- failing heart's eaſe; nor 
let that high creſted one be wanting, 
whoſe charms on paper flags fo emi- 
nently are diſplayed, words which breathe 
no doubt, as in the dull rezular form is 
contained, as recipe, ſecundum artem, 
quantum ſufficit, nec non, or ſuch dry 
ſtuff— No — a Quack's ſtile in direc- 
tion and recommendation, is as much 
ſuperior to the ſcribbling of the M. D. 
as a cuckow's note excells that of the 
robbin redbreaſt, who friſks in a neigh- 
| bour's chamber, tells a lady a pretty 
tale, picks up a crumb, then hops out 
again; as may be judged by a ſpecimen 
of Maſter Puff Do not miſtake the gin- 
gerbread baker of the Strand, it is not 
him — a fly dog — who has lately pur- 
chaſed a diploma, by which he is dubbed 
Dr. Puff, and now deſires no perſon will 
eat gingerbread but what is ſtamped with 
the word DirLoMa on it; (perhaps he 
intends to put up for the place of Uſher 
of the Black Rod) in this new regula 
tion, 


1 
tion he is well qualified, for his voice 
is ſo very noiſy that he out quacks the 
wild ducks, much more the poor tame 
ones. 


Time is allowed to be precious; here 


the ingenuity of the quacks is to be ex- 


tolled: through their contrivance the 


mind may be employed whilſt the caſcade 


in gentle murmur flows; that no perſon 
may plead excuſe of ignorance, Maſter 


Puff is more liberal of his printed pro- 


clamations than his Majeſty's herald, 
from which the following lines are taken: 
& 7t is the peculiar excellence of theſe x 
to make directly to the complaining part, 
and enter immediately into conieſt with the 
offending matter, which it ſoon diftodges and 
expels.” Theſe ſentences are only a va- 


rlation, and borrowed from a famous 


necromancer, who uſed to ſhew flight 
tricks of hand with his conjuring belts; 3 
he would give them a tap, and repeat 
the following charm: Tlacus j3cus, 


whip, fy, be gone . 


e 2 This 
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This may ſeem a chimerical idea, as 
no medicine could ever poſſeſs ſuch vir- 
tue. — I aſſure you ſtrange facts have 
been reported, that the noſtrum which 
the Quacks are ordered to produce, on 
pain of diſpleaſure and other heavy pe- 
nalties, has all the wonderful properties 
deſcribed above; the very name has a 


magic charm attending its ſound, it is 
called MURUA ELIBATOP, 


So far as we can learn by diving into 
the ſecrets at court, poor Britannia is at 
her laſt gaſp; ſhe is ordered to take large 
potions of this vivifying cordial, as ſoon 
as the King's afſent can be obtained ;* 
which is expected to act as an alterative 
in reducing her habitual thirſt for taxes, 
and gradually aſſume her lovely form 
again, Pleaſing reflection! joyful day! 
then may we expect to ſee every ſhop- 
keeper, tradeſman, ſtateſman, or other 

profeſſion, 


* It is generally thought his Majeſty is fo affected at 
her reduced ſituation, that he will commiſſion other per- 
ſonages to ſign a power for the attendance of theſe new 

fangled court gentry, 


[ ! 


profeſſion, of what denomination or art 
ſoever, in compliment to the times, will 
endeavour to out- quack one another, and 
he that puffs his wares off beſt is the cle- 


vereſt fellow. Some envious curs of the 


Faculty (for ſuch there are in all ſtates 
and times) will be ſnarling at the great 
ſucceſs, and inſinuate they have too much 
power granted to them; whilſt others 
expreſs their ſurprize that ſo great an 


arcana ſhould remain a ſecret for ſo many 


ages, paſt the comprehenſion of the moſt 
enlightened chymiſt cr alchymiſt, who 
has ſo frequently been immured in mak- 
ing deep reſearches to diſcover this great 
Deſideratum; nor will there be wanting 
ſtate ſneerers of the age who will give 
vent to their ſpleen, and alledge that 
phyſic has aſſumed a Proteus ſhape, mo- 
delled at man's pleaſure : now its virtues 
are blown up as eaſy as a bladder is filled 
with wind, and then it is like a weaſel 
ready to enter into ſmall cranies, there 
ferrit and deſtroy the enemy. No matter, 


let them rail on; the diſcovery is made, 


and might have been ſooner, but not one 
of 
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of all the great miniſters who has graced 


this country, could never be brought to 


notice a ſet of men whom they looked 


on with ineffable contempt, although it 
were to ſave their country's ruin — This 


honour waited for a CAVENDISH, he tol- 
lerates the Quacks, he will receive them 
couricouſly; as a happy omen to his 
country's good, may the kind ſtars ſhine 
proſperous on the family, and blefs it 
ſoon with a young cherub's face.“ 


We have indulged ourſelves with a 
few thoughts, as the occaſion has given 


riſe relative to the rumour of a tax ſo 


very uncommon taking place; any re- 
mark that comes before the reader in 
this tract, vanity never roſe ſo high as 
to expect or win to bias any party, 
We have caſually met as ſocial beings 
do, ſometimes to ſpend a few convivial 
minutes and then depart 3 whilſt mirth 
went round each luv'd his joke. But 
left any one ſhould think my creed is to 

tax 


* A happy delivery to the Ducheſs of Dcvonſhire. 


at it oe... Act » 
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tax on, it hurts not me, I differ in opi- 
nion; who can tell where this ſort of 
ſtate electricity will end, or who it will 
not affect? There are bad men in the 
world, there are alſo good one's too. 
Are there bad medicines as well as ex- 
cellent ones? who ſhall diſcern, who 
ſhall garble them? And give me leave 
to obſerve on one of theſe medicines 
particularly objected to, viz. Godfrey's 
Cordial, that the report of killing ſo 
many, or of nurſes giving it to the 
children to ſleep them to death, is ab- 
ſurd as falſe; ſurely it never came 


from the tongue of one who has wit- 


neſſed the agonizing pain infants ſome- 
times feel, whoſe piercing cry diſtracts 
a parent's fceling, who is glad to ac- 
cept the compoling draught, which 
may give nature time to recover, Sup- 
poſing this is not at hand, whither is 
ſhe to ſend or go? —In many parts of 
the country the apothecary lives ſeveral 
miles off; can he, or will he, come on 
every trivial occaſion? perhaps his circuit 
of buſineſs is ten miles each way. When 

perſons 
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perſons glean for corn, who enters the 
fallow field? — No reproach neither — 
| Apothccaries are but men, men who feel 
nature's wants, and ſhould be ſupplicd 
by the community, in order to ſupport 
a decent dignity ſuitable to their profeſ- 
ſion, or farewel is the word; and oft have 


they cauſe to repine at the niggard hand 


when ſent for to a lordly manſion, where 
ſome kitchen phyſic is recommended, or 
other trifling matter, which ſoon relieves. 
What is his reward ? often only thanks ; 
but thanks receives not the kings im- 


preſſion to ſtamp it into currency. Hence 


that load of medicines, which day after 
day ſtand arranged in different forms and 
colours on the counter, ready for the 


porter's baſk:t; Apothecary's pride to 


ſhew, but the patient's curſe to take. 
Hence the appellation apothecary's ſtuff, 
and in general abuſe his medicines at the 
ſame time they reſpect the ſender ; whilſt 
the poor Quack gets abuſed in his cha- 
rater, but due honours are paid to their 
preparations, and cach party ſeems to 
ſubſcribe content. 


If 


| 
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If that is the cafe ſhake hands — ſay 
to each other thoſe comfortable words as 
Abraham ſaid to Lot, The country is 
ſufficient for both ; if you go to the right 
I'll go the left.” In fact, they are ſel- 
dom ſeen in one houſe at the ſame time, 

unleſs, as maids do by their ſweethearts, 
let them in by ſtealth; for it has been 
a long ſtanding maxim, that no per- 
ſon can be, without giving offence, al- 
lowed to judge for themſelves in any 
particular concern, fince cuſtom, ſancti- 
fied by ancient practice, has conſtituted 


three great dignitaries, who very oblig- 


ingly condeſcend to take the friend]y 


office. Thus Law takes care of your 


property, Pxvsic your body,“ Divinity 
the 


* Amongſt the numerous excellencies pertaining to me- 
dicine, conſtancy is not a characteriſtic, having undergone 
various fluctuating revolutions, depending much on faſhion, 
in a few years. At one age is ifſued forth a Diſpenſatory 
for the Apothecaries to obſerve, the reſult of experience 
and learning, the utmoſt ſcope of human knowledge, cen- 
tered in the profeſſors convened in their college for this 
purpoſe. In a few years thoſe fiats met with contempt by 
their ſucceſſors, and another code is ſubſtituted in its ſtead, 


which for conciſeneſs elegance, and efficacy, promiſes 


"lf fair 
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the ſou] — fortuuate for man; who if he 
_ ſhould miſs his road, may meet with one 


or both of the two firſt profeſſion very near. 


Only knock at the beſt looking houſe in 
the next town you come to; for travel 
throughout the kingdom, and remark, 
if there be but one or two good houſes in 
a village or ſmall town, it is odds but 
the one is occupied by the Lawyer, the 
other the Doctor; as to the Parſon, his 
ſuperiors take ſo little care of their in- 
feriors, allowing them ſuch a ſmall pit- 
tance to live on, or to depend on charita- 
ble contributions, that it is no wonder 
reſpect flies away, leaving the poor curate 
almoſt fine ſhoe, fine hoſe, dwelling only 
in a thatched cot, to drudge through his 
Sunday's toil, often at two or three dif- 
ferent places wide aſunder. A perſon in 
this ſituation, when he ſurveys the roſy 

ploughman's 


fair to flouriſh long, and remain a prop to the dignity at- 
tending this honourable, needful ſcience; and were the 
College of Phyficians in London to exert themſelves in re- 
gulating apothecaries apprentices in the country, who often 
ſerve only three or four years, it would add much to the 
improvement of youth, and the credit of phyſic. 


8 


8 1 8 


T xxvii ] 


ploughman's face at the church porch, 


and the ſmirking milk-maid neatly at- 
tired, bluſhes for the diſproportionate 
diviſion cuſtom here in this country 
has ordained ; what he feels, he thinks 
that others ſee, and when he ſays God 
hath bleſſed us, leaves the amen for his 


clerk. The little homage often paid to 


a divine in many places in the country 


1s, that parſon and tithes, in a farmer” 8 


ear, are [ynonimous terms. 


Cavendo Tutus, is a motto which the 


| Quacks have an indiſputable right to 


adopt; it is fairly conferred on them by 
the Cavendiſh family; it is only their 
having an eye to this ſentence, and ob- 
ſerving the friendly admonition, that may 
prevent vexatious law ſuits in their new 
allied walk. Let not the thoughts of in- 
tricate paths diſcourage you in your 
ingenious purſuits; be aſſured Merit, 
wherever it is found, will be noticed, 
although it rezps not a proportiona- 
ble reward; for ſuch is the nature of 


man, that which in ſecret he admires, 


and 
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and allows to be excellent, the tongue 
durſt not betray a thought ſo deſtruc- 
tive to ſelf-intereſt, who cannot bear 
to ſee the palm borne by another, and 
himſelf only placed in the dark ſhade, 
making one of the unnoticed group. 
Hence that ambition, joined to envy, ſo 
prevalent in the human ſpecie ; who, to 
ſerve their own turn, would cringe and 
faun to the beggar, grovel low to the earth, 
even to the debaſement of human reaſon, 
for a lift; yet when he ſucceeds to gain 
a few ſteps on the ladder of promotion, 
is the firſt to kick the next down who 
attempts to follow him in this line, fear- 
ing he ſhould be a partaker of the fruit 
which grows in that ſphere of life. 
Hence that animoſity which was the ori- 
ginal cauſe of ſtrife in the medical line, 
when firſt phyſic aſſumed the plume of 
pride, then the noiſy appellation aroſe 
of Regulars and Irregulars; diſputes ſuc- 
ceeded, which terminated little to the 
credit of either party. Hence that un- 
forgiving unrelenting ſpirit, which is 
entailed on their ſucceſſors. 
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PHYSICAL PRUDENCE, 


LROM an early period of the exiſt- 
* ence of the human ceconomy, it 
muſt have been obſerved, the conſtitution 


| ſuffered either by accident, neglect, or 
In a natural gentle decay. To ſuppoſe 


any other concluſion, is to place the ſub- 


ſtance of our corporeal bodies, in a pre- 


ferable degree of hardneſs or Curability 


than is to be found even in braſs, iron, 


ſilver, or gold, or any other of the like 
productions, which eminently proclaim 


their imperfections, their inſtability, their 


waſting away at different outlets, ſuitable 
to their quality, not all alike affected: 
each of them has opponents, ſufficient ta 
ſpoil and to deſtroy its beauty, To coun- 


A 
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teract occaſional ills felt in ourſelves, or 
obſerved in others committed to our care, 
claimed an attention in proportion to 
their eſteemed value. The revolving 
mind ſuggeſted ſuch appoſite application, 
as it is imagined would ſuit the nature of 
the evil: “ frequent perplexities excite va- 
rious trials, before redreſs can be obtain- 
ed. Thoſe who were fortunate in their 
diſcoveries, with rapture related their 
ſucceſs 


Thus ſpring water, from its efficacy in allaying the 
parching thirſt, would be the predominant deſire of one in 
a fever. If by accident a perſon had burned himſelf, the 
broad leaf herb, by feeling cool to the touch, pleaſant to 
the fight, ingratiated it to the ſufferer's notice; on ap- 
Plication it was obſerved to dry up ſoon and w.thhold its 
virtues; on mixing it with milk, butter, or fuer, by gen- 
tle warmth over a fire in a glazed pipkin, a liniment or 
ointment was ſoon formed, and improved as judgment 
was ripened by experience. Other maladies which af- 
flict human nature, and particularly fits, are of ſo terrify- 
ing and alarming a nature, that perſons thought it to 
be the refult of witchcraft or ſupernatural agents; 
| hence aroſe charms or amulets, which to this day are 
practiiad in many parts of the country. 


SY 


ſucceſs to thoſe who had obſerved the ac- 
cident, or ſtood in need of the like appli- 
cation. Here the firſt dawa of phyſic 
originated, by neceſſity impelled. To 
preſerve and to improve knowledge ſo 
beneficial to all, a few incorporate them- 
ſelves, and with devoted anxiety, expand 
their inquiries; careful to convey the 
infant healing art, rude as it was, to the 
next generation. For this purpoſe a ſemĩ · 
nary was inſtituted, wherein their ſuc- 
ceſſors were to be regularly initiated, to 
qualify them, © with cenſors in their 
«© hands, to ſtand betwixt the living and 
© the dead. : 


Characters ſo revered, where'er in pub- 
lic walks they ſtrayed, awful obeiſance 
cheerfully bail the wonderous man, kecp- 
er of the key of health; more fo, when 
he with magic touch, hieroglyphie cha- 
A 2 racters 
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racters impreſſed the whitened wax, ex- 


preſſive of his will. 


To rational plans like this, founded in 


philanthropy and cheriſhed by piety, had 


now remained with growing luſtre, had 
not a race in after times, preferred ava- 
rice to humanity, haughtineſs to meek- 
neſs; and what the breath of man pro- 


claims, they accept as real, and more than 
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God's prerogative aſſume; denouncing 
vengeance on thoſe, who dare contemp- 


tuouſly ſpeak of this ſacred band, Here 


had they reſted, nor farther aggrandize- 
ment ſought, each ſucceeding morn might 
have witneſſed cheerfulneſs reign, with 
pleaſing notes their mattins loud expreſſ- 
ed, before the hour of promiſe claimed 
their attendance to viſit the diſtreſſed; 
nor had they cauſe to mind private ora- 


cles, trifling emulators of relief: but, 
tyrant like, who knows no bounds, 
where 
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here he can exerciſe his iron rod, vain - 


ly confirued reafonable ſubjection into 


fear, and took offence where none was 


Tuksx claimants for univerſal adora- 
tion, with anger heard the cenſures of a 
few ; a few, they marked at their ſhrine, 


withheld approbation's nod; pride reſents 


the oblique affront, and with determined 
malice, ſeeks revenge: On whom? on 
thoſe, if oppoſition had not ſcanned, had 


lived and died as other common men; 
but now oppoſed, in equal ſcales are 


placed, high are hung up in public view, 
for them to judge which ſcale or cauſe 
preponderates. Debates ſucceed, and ſoon 
grow high ; and one aroſe, whom men 


. doth call Surmiſe : he urged moſt grave- 


ly, that in future times, this may come 


to paſs, or that, or either—no matter 


What; the whole ſociety was endangered, 


and 


4) 


and prudence required of them to raiſe 2 
barrier ſufficient to check either ſingle or 
united force. Invention, ſeldom at a loſs 
for fulſome praiſe, on which vanity de- 
lights to gorge, addrefled his brethrens' 


feelings in full aſſembly met.—It is well 
knewn we are in public eſteem, viewed 


_ as men with ſupernatural agency bleſt, by 
which we perform thoſe mighty acts: 


and thoſe who at our gates are laid, ex- 
pecting our ſovereign aid, at our approach 


whiſper ſalutation as if an angel of hea- 


ven appeared. What they think, is not 


ſo much to our purpoſe to dwell on, as 
what we know we do poſſeſs; even crea- 
tion's faireſt flower, good opinion, by 


which unheeded we can reach earth's 


choiceſt treaſure, How ſecret ſoever 
we may with to be on ſo exalted a ſitua- 
tion, we cannot long efcape envy's diſ- 


cerning eye. To fence it in ſecurely 


from ſpies, and hinder other rivals grow- 


ing 
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1 
ing into repute, let it be decreed, From 
hence, no perſon, unleſs by us tutored, 
ſhall preſume our conſecrated walk to 


tread, their judgment give on herbs that 
grow, or ſprings that flow, or minerals 


that may be found, relative to man's 
health, on pain of incurring penalties, 
which we ſhall think fit to inflict unſeen, 
on thoſe who diſobey, with our enchant- 

ing wand; for to us and our heirs alone, 


the diſpenſing virtue is endowed, to heal 


whom, and when we pleaſe. 


 Hiftory diſplays numberleſs inſtances 


where things, ſeemingly trivial in them- 


ſelves, have, through obſtinacy, laid the 
foundation for revolutions in opinions, 
in ſocieties, in ſtates, in kingdoms, the 
one ſucceeding by erecting their great- 
neſs on its predecefſor's weakneſs or ruin. 


'The 
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The ſons of nature, a far more numer- 


ous tribe, who claimed an elder brother's 
right, ſoon heard, and with diſdain they 
heard, buſy report proclaim the badge of 


ſlavery diſgraceful to mankind ; with in- 
dignation fired, they reſolved to ſnap the 
thread whilſt in the flax; well knowing 


when the ſervile chain by birth is linked 


to the body, it doth grow unperceived, 


and is the harder to be diſſolved, unleſs 
by an impolitical ſtroke, you add at once 
an enormous weight too great to bear, 


| The mind, unaccuſtomed to ſuch ſhackles, 


receives the ſhock, which, in an inſtant, 
agitates it equal to the conflict it ſuſtains, 
and rouſes it to inſpect and to diſpute by 
what authority ſuch yokes are framed, 
and are to be enforced, 


Freedom now groaned, and ſaw its pi- 


teous plight, and laboured to be free. 
At firſt ſhe turned round, and thought 


ſhe 
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ſhe ſaw freedom dazzle in each neigh- 


| bour's look, expreſſive of her on; and 


when ſhe dared to ſpeak her wants, they 
heard each other's echo. What now went 
forth, was like the ſoft murmur of a gen- 
tle. breeze, but ſoon hurſt out, and ſwell- 


ed the public note into ſounds of torrents, 
wildly ruſhing down the ſteep deſcent of 


popular noiſe. Clamour with her haſty 
ſtride invades; the ſtreets, and freely 


| breathes ſedition in every quarter, to beat 


up Dange r's alarm, preparatory for | Con- 
fuſion's rabble-rout, who, at one ſtroke, 


would madly have defaced Harmony, the 


grand cement of every ſettled ſtate, had 
not Reaſon, with her perſuaſtve voice, 
interfered, promiſing all parties ſhould 
have juſtice done. To this ſhe added, 
if theſe holy men were favoured by Hea- 
ven, and had unlimitted power to diſ- 
penſe the ſovereign aid of curing thoſe 
who bend at their portal for relief, then 

B all 


61 
all ſhould acknowledge the juſtneſs of 
their decree; with pleaſure their fiats 
_ obey, their dwellings cheriſh, and their 
perſons revere ; left the Gods in anger 
ſhould withdraw the ineſtimable bleſſing, 
for your contempt. This was admitted; 
but further pleaded, the original inſtitu- 


tion was abuſed. They were reputed 


men of ſanctimonious lives; devoutly 


looking at the ſtars with countenances 


erect: but mark their finger, that gene- 


rally was found pointed to the ground. 
As to themſelves, they were to genius al- 


lied, and only gave relief when theſe 
favourites refuſed, or were not at hand. 
If they with princely pride from heaven, 
boaſt their enlightened ſkill, let them 
know, Genius, our tutelar deity, reigns 
extenſive over the earth's domain, who 
never was, nor can be confined by men. 
Build whatever ſpacious temple to Ge- 
nius, however magnificent it may ſeem 
to 
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to human fight, if it was meant to com- 
prehend his extenſive glory, it would be 
deſpiſed, For oft had it been obſerved, 
his luſtre broke forth from ſhepherds cots, 
or promiſcuouſly diſplayed his rays in the 


more open walks of life. 


Reaſon was pleaſed with their remarks, 


and ſeemed towards their cauſe to ſway, 
when the other party haſtily urged the 
general prejudices of mankind, alſo their 


rights, founded on ancient cuſtom, with 
additional privileges granted by different 


Mates, famed for power, as a tribute due 


to their ſuperior wiſdom. This called 
up Wiſdom, who ſpurned the thought of 
being confined to any fingle ſpot or coun- 
try; for ſhe and Genius oft together 
ſtrayed, and were pleaſed to dwell in the 
tent retreat, unobſerved, whilſt the ta- 
per burned ; but when extinguiſhed, the 
blaze of illumination ſhot forth to the 
. Ba admiring 
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admiring crowd in meridian brightneſs: 
then Candour ſucceeds, and yives the tri- 
bute where tis due. — On this declara- 
tion, Candour was called to preſide as 
judge. —Candour conſented ; and to the 
contending parties a trial of ſkill pro- 
poſed, as the only proper method to ſettle 
each others boundaries thus proclaimed: 


Let an indifferent perſon to either cauſe, 
go ſeek and bring two mendicants, whom 
their fate has bound in dreadful ſpells : 
let them be brought at noon time of the 
day, that all may examine them, that no 
colluſive art be practiſed to deceive us 
into a raſh verdict, which cannot here- 
after be revok'd: If theſe ſons of God, 
can, by their ſkill, unrivet their chains 
and ſet them free, then their mandate ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed. 


19 


To this ſo fair propoſal, all apparently 
agreed. Fear gave a ſhock, and ſpoke 
her inward doubts of not prevailing; 


yet ſhame checked the inward pulſe, 


whilſt hope relied on each brother's ſkill, 
or flattered them, no unbiaſſed perſon 
could be aſcertained, and then their cauſe 
remained undecided. Or, if ſuch an one 
could be found, he might, peradventure, 
chooſe an individual confined in common 


ſpells, ſuch as with a ſlight of hand, they 


often had removed. 


Suſpenſe now remained long, either to 
propoſe or nominate a perſon unſuſpect- 


ed, on ſo intereſting an embaſſy. Curi- 


oſity that day, as on all ſuch days of 
public buſineſs or of uproar, brought 
forth many characters, which long lie 
dormant at other times; among the reſt 


Was a figure but ſeldom ſeen, better known 


by the name of Chance. . Candour mark- 
ed 


{40-3 
ed his mien, and found him endowed 
with powers to qualify him for the office. 
No objection being raiſed on either fide; 


for Chance was of that diſpoſition in- 


clined, as indiſcriminately to take what 
firſt attracts his notice, without regard 
to future promiſes. Chance, as uſual, 


jogging on, heard a mother and a wife 


her huſband's fate deplore, in fetters 
linked in the prime of life. Their 


neighbours gathered round, by ſympathy - 


drawn, Chance his errand did unfold : 
they one and all, with humanity bleſt, 
rejoiced to lend a ready hand to place 
the object of their care at the gate, now 
named Experiment, and over his head 
inſcribed Gout. Another object ſoon 


was found, an object, how different from 


the firſt ! eyes it had, but ſeemed more 
like unto a ferret's, than thoſe in human 
-bodies found; which peeped forth from 
the face, over which a living ſhroud did 


grow 
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grow, which partly vaniſhed ; then did 
grow again alternate, as night ſucceeds 
the day. To draw a juſt reſemblance 
of this melancholy creature's ftate, we 
may ſuppoſe a corpſe, ſhrouded ready 
for the tomb, ſtart up and move in all its 


gaſtly viſage forms arrayed, and life is 


only known to dawn by playing of its 
eyes; pity and horror in the ſpeCtator's 
breaſt aroſe; each beholder turned aſide, 
and wiſhed Chance would come by; for 
this, they ſaid, was an evil as hard to 
cure, as any other under which human 
nature groaned. Chance being near, 
with help conveyed this wretched being, 
and placed him by the gate oppoſite the 
other, and Scurvy, a leſs diſguſtful term 
than Leproſy, was ſubſtituted in its ſtead. 


To hear the obſervations of the crowded 
throng, who waited in tedious ſuſpenſe 
for the hour of trial, was curious, as it 

Was 
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was directed by different ſurmiſe, how 
they would perform the cure, expectation 
being raiſed to the importance of the cauſe. 
To ſpeak a doubt of ſucceſs to ſome, was 
as bad as to call a king a man liable to 
be miſled. The attention of the crowd 
is now engaged, in viewing and hearing 
the afflicted impreſſions on ſo awful an 


occaſion. At firſt, in ſilence they ſurvey 
each other; then aſk how they came to 
be enſnared? how long? how each had 


been directed in their endeavors to extri- 
cate themſelves from ills ſo paſſing gricv- 
ous? At intervals, the one did groan 
moſt dolefully, at the pains he felt; the 
other fighed as inwardly convulſed ; and 
but for hopes of cure, would gladly in 
ſome cave be hid, far from human fight 
a ſtranger, there in penſive meekneſs de- 
plore his fate, and when the glittering 


ſtars the horizon bedeck, proclaim the 


night's advance; forth from his couch of 
Kone 


En 
ſtone he would come, and give free ut- 
terance to the tongue with voice unre- 
ſtrained, unawed, yet with ſubmiſſive poſ- 
ture ſigh for a boon too great to mention; 


nor is there need for other language, to 


whom the ſupplicant bends or doth rely. 


After many days in anxious delibera- 
tion ſpent, the critical hour now ap- 
proaches; ſolemnity univerſal pervades 
the whole myſterious fight. How they 
proceeded, what arguments were uſed, 
what charms invoked, or what divina- 
tions tried, to exorciſe the ſpirit, remains 
a ſecret impenetrable. At intervals, 
Hope dawned a glittering beam, which 
ſerved only to amuſe. Relief at a diſ- 
tance took her ſtand, For fo amazing 
were the powers of the demon that had 
poſleſſed theſe mendicants, not only pre- 
ſent caſe was refuſed at their interceſſicn; 
but by ſigns, information gave, if they 
trifled there, he would ſeize on them for 


C ſpoit, 


11 
ſport, before the gazing multitude. They 


felt their own weakneſs, at once acknow- 
ledged their incantations baffled, but did 
not entertain a doubt, ſome of their ſuc- 
ceſſors, in future times, would ariſe capa- 
ble of diſpelling foes, even more vexatious 
than theſe now under their conſideration. 


It may be ſo, Candour replied: until 
then, whatever ſelf- conſequence you may 
aſſume, the volume of nature at your 
command ſhall not be cloſed. Liberty 
was to all denominations proclaimed,* 
whether in the ſacred divan bred, or by 
nature framed with aptitude, to go forth 
and uſe their diligence, in fearching for 
ſome potent charm to unlock theſe ſpells. 
Rewards were to be annexed, as ſhall im- 
mortalize the diſcoverer, after due expe- 

riment 

. The propoſed tax of twenty ſhillings a year on thoſe 


who practiſe phyfic not regularly bred, will be a licenſe 
ſulicient for any perſon to commence Doctor. 


60 


riment is made in public view. Reaſon 


approved the deciſion was juſt ;— but 
before thoſe ſons of God retired to their 
conclave, in accents mild Prudence ar- 
reſts their ſtay: 


&« To err is the lot of human nature.” 
Let not ſhame fit too heavy on your 
hearts, neither reproach each other as 


the cauſe of your diſgrace. General 
good will ariſe from this evil, which 


| ſhould be a conſtant memento againſt 


preſuming too much in your undertak- 
ings to ſuſcitate the afſlicted hopes: alſo 
it illuſtrates the neceſſity of a perſever- 
ing vigilance in the purſuit of a ſcience 
ſo promiſing to the inereaſe of felicity to 


the ſons and daughters who inhabit the 


earth; whoſe depravity, in after days, 


will open many ſluices of woe to you un- 


known, which, but for your heirs' care 
and tenderneſs, would ſoon diſlodge the 
Ca race 
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race of mankind. Be unanimous in 
your endeavours to excel thoſe of your 
fraternity; more is not required. For 
this purpoſe, continue to enjoy your re- 
ſidence; but imitate Caledonia's land, 
for hoſpitality and politeneſs famed; let 
your walks, like theirs, be open to every 
one deſirous of inſtruction; where ſtran- 
gers are freely admitted, and may remark 
your inſtitution is founded on principles 
which redound to learning and to ho- 


nour.* As to thoſe ſons of nature, do 


not 


The Univerſity of Edinburgh is on ſo liberal a plan, 
that when the Lectures commeace at term time, many 

pe:ſons attend who a.e not ſtudents, and when the 
term is far advanced even ftrangers are readily admitted. 
The pupils at Edinburgh feem to be peculiarly happy in 
the perſons of their preſent tutors, who are profeſſors of 
different ſcience, and will be long remembered with gra- 
titude and veneration. The names of a few will juſtify 


the writer's ſentiments; a CULLEN in Phyſic, a MON- 


RO in Anatomy, a DALZEL in Greek, a BLACK in 


_ Chemiſtry, a STEWART in Mathematics, a HOPE 


in Botany; with ſcveral other eminent men, well 
known 


E ² 4 "Is $6 


RR 


1 
7. 
g 
* 
>: 
* 
1 
q 
* 


5 
2 
+ 
is 
1 
3 
F 
? 


( 21 ) 


not fear them; ſeldom ſhall their works 
in a ſucceſſive age be named: their pre- 
ſent riſe and growth, may be buzzed 
abroad; but to the duſt even their me- 
mory ſhall be ſoon conſigned. Not fo 
with your race; many a name with hal- 
lowed veneration ſhall be pronounced, 
for wiſdom and for meekneſs famed, after 
many ages they are fled; their works as 
oracles ſhall be reſorted to, to guide the 
diſtreſſed wanderer in his way. Farther 
remember, although you, the younger 
brethren are, yet you ſhall conſtantly re- 
tain the bleſſing of being preferred in 
conſultation, in ſearching doubtful caſes 
— an elder brother's priviiege. Nor 
ſhould thoſe ſons of genius be now per- 
mitted to range unreſtrained, were it not 
to 


known in the learned circle of life. Nor ought the 
inhavitants of this country, in general, be forgotten in 
this eulogium, whoſe civility to travellers renders the 
novelty of the different ſcenes he paſſes through, in this 


_ delightful country, extremely agrecable, 


( 22 ) 
to leave you a ſpur to emulation, in find- 
ing out new arcana to diſſolve theſe en- 
chanted plagues. Their riſe in the 
world's eſteem, can be only through 
your neglect, or indifference to relieve the 


needy. Be expeditious to regain loft cre- 


dit; exert yourſelves; ſend forth par- 


ties of your community, who ſhall be 


received with open arms indiftant coun- 
tries, whoſe variety of taſte and man- 
ners will ever ſupply a fund for the in- 
genious mind to work on. Suſpend 
thoſe aſpiring thoughts to fathom crea- 
tion's diffuſive plan, unleſs by art you can 


erect a pinnacle from whoſe towering 


heights fo lofty, as at one glance you may 
view the whole orb. At preſent,“ a free 
| licenſe is granted to ſelect the differ- 
ent atoms diſperſed thereon, in order to 
diſcover the open and the hidden beau- 
tics of this vaſt voluminous field; endleſs 
matter, fit for contemplation's wing; 


which to the enquirer will as gradually 


riſe 
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riſe 
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riſe, as hill after hill does to the travel- 
ler's fight. — Thus ended Prudence's 
prophetic ftrain. 


With penſive ſullen looks theſe ſons re- 
turned; and ſoon, in ſpite of grave ad- 
vice, paſſion burſt forth in various hues 
diſplayed. Harmony now relinquiſhed 
walls but lately bleſt; and when the even- 
ing hails the night's approach, no more is 
veſpers as uſual heard, in ſtrains melodious, 


expreſſive of delight. The unthinking 


rabble victory proclaim in the long de- 
pending cauſe, but much more cauſe had 
they to mourn. Reſtraint, uncontrouled, 
ranges abroad: the ſons of genius, by in- 
fatuation led, each preſuming himſelf qua- 
liſied, ſallies forth in full career, to ſeek 
and catch the phantom, forerunner of 
riches and of fame, deeming it meritori- 


dus hardſhips to undergo, in ſeeking for 
aid to give relief to thoſe who ſtood in 


necd, 
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need. After much time in fruitleſs er- 
rand ſpent, aſhamed of not ſucceeding, 
In a cavern deep they entered, careleſs 
now, whether they lived or died. At 
firſt they thought a glittering fancy ſaw, 
at which they graſped, but miſſed their 
hold. Again it doth appear, again they 
reached forth the hand, but only air was 
clinched. They cried out deluſion, and 
then it ſhrunk into a ſnell, on which they 
eager claſped, and in a magnificent box 
incloſed the favourite prize, to convey it 
for the benefit of mankind, already pre- 
pared, by wondrous ſtories told of its 
marvellous effect, in villages through 
which they paſſed to the metropolis ; 
where it arrives, welcomed by a joyous 
conceit, they had found a fairy, with 
power endowed to unlock all ſpells, or 
do as they command. In ſongs they ce- 
lebrate his pompous titles oftentation 
coins, as if all men were fools, as grand, 


never 
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never failing, incomparable, or other words 
of the like effect. So great its virtues 
are, that to drop, pill, bolus, electuary, 
powder, ſyrups, drinks, only touch them 
with the box, it doth impart ſome hidden 
charm, which any one may obtain for 
an inſignificant bead of gold; of this 
poſſeſſed, they had no cauſe ill to fear, 
or even growing old: for no one now 
grew old, but thoſe who pleaſed—to 
ſuch perfection was their art improved.“ 

No 


* The writer does not wiſh to give offence to any party 
of men, whoſe principles are inveloped beyond the reach 


of human wiſdom to penetrate, and to whom, whilt a 


character ſo eminent as Dr. Gregory has paid them a com- 


pliment on their diſcoveries, it would ill become any in- 


dividual 


+ Dr. 2 in his Obſerwatians on the Duties of a 
Phyſician, and on the Method of proſecuting Inquiries in 
Philoſophy, expreſſes himſelf thus, p. 169. But, not 
« ro inſiſt further on arguments that ſhew no conſiderable 


« improvement in the art of medicine can be expected from 


„ phyſicians, while they are on the po IT fball 


& only obſerve as a fact, that it appears from the biftory 
« of medicin:, that the improvements in it were ſeldom 
6© owing 
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No wonder then, when from the battle - 
ments the ſons of heaven ſurveyed thoſe 
ſons of earth prevail, and adoration by 


dividual to cenſure them in the groſs; when at the ſame 
time it is admitted as an univerſal fact, that the Irregu- 
lars have, at this time, ſeveral powerful efficacious medi- 
cines among them, made with great ſkill and labor, that 
is not to be excelied by the joint endeavors of the Facul- 
ty: Neither are the prejudices againſt Quack Medicines 
fanned by the whiſpers of the Regulars, (who now carry 
on a great trade themſelves in the articles of Noſtrums) 
but are blown up by the execrable breath of thoſe vain- 
boaſting Quacks in their advertiſements, which are a diſ- 
grace to a news-paper, and in their more nauſeous hand- 
bills delivered in the ftrects. 


« owing to thoſe phyſicians 2obs valued themſelves upon be- 
4 ing regular, ſyſtematic, rational prafitioners; nay, 
tc <evhat is more extraordinary, they have been often op- 
ec poſed by them with great keenneſs and acrimony, and ſel- 
« dom adopted till after a lon Cee, We could give 
« inflances of this, in many of the improvements of modern 
« prattice, particularly in the caſe of bliſters, opiates, Pe- 
« ruvian berk, antimony, mercury, and all the powerful 
« chemical remedies : the inventors or introducers of theſe, 
« from the days of Paracelfus down to Dr. Ward, have 
« been beld by che Faculty in contempt and —— 
« The diſcoveries of thoje men who were not regular phy- 
«© ficians, have not been examined with that candid impar- - 
% fiality, wwbich their importance and ſucceſs required ; 
& yet ; ſuch, very uſeful diſcoveries may ſometimes be 
4 expected, Sc.“ | 
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them enjoyed, Contention burſt forth, 
unmindfel of the admonition lately gi- 
ven. Long had they continued in open 
ſtrife with one another, (additional mat- 


ter for their foes triumph) had not a 


leading member aroſe, to whoſe paternal 


care much good had been attributed. 


Deep filence immediately prevailed, un- 
called : with eager attention they liſten- 
ed, in hope to hear ſomething propoſed 
that would convey peace to their troubled 


minds, or breathe deſtruction to their 


enemies. Before this venerable chief diſ- 

cloſed his thoughts, with look benignly 
ſorrowful he ſurveyed his brethren, and 
thrice he aſſayed, ere the faultering tongue 
gave the wiſhful utterance. 


Gods of our fathers ! what have we 


done, what crime committed, that we of 
Heaven are thus forſaken? Of all the 


ſituations in life, the worſt that mortals 
D 2 ought 
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ought to dread, is to be left to wild ima- 
gination, by higher powers unccatrouled; 
Whereſoever we turn our eyes, all up- 
braid us with our ambitious folty. View 
this bleſſed ſpot, fertilized around with 
vegetables that delight the eye, flowers 
to revive the ſmell, and fruit to gratify 
the taſte; with groves to ſhade us from 
the ſcorching ſun, fit for meditation's 
walk. Look on theſe Elyſian fields, 
where the grazing herd in numbers nu- 
merous careleſs feed; and where the ſoul 
is wont, in grateful thoughts to ſoar, as 


incenſe ſmoke from off the altar riſe. 


T hoſe flowing ſtreams which round doth 
crowd our dwellings, how oft have we 
with pleaſure trod cloſe to the brink, 
and there ſurveyed other wonder work- 
ings of Omnipotence, of different crea- 
tures in different elements diſplayed ; 
_ fiſh, although frightened at our fight, 
yet ready, at our rod's beck to come, firſt 
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for pleaſure, then to ſatisfy our need. 
Here long a race of happy men have 
lived, and death within our walls we ne- 
ver knew, becauſe we never feared ; nor 


drew his portrait as other mortals do, 


with meagre look to terrify, but in come- 
ly ſmiling array, as a kind porter of 


Heaven's gate ſhould be clad, if we be- 


lieve the univerſal Creator is a Father, 


not leſs indulgent than thoſe we find on 
earth, When to the ſilent bed we bore 
a brother, we rather rejoiced at his ar- 
rival to the haven of bliſs. No cherub 


infant adorns his tomb with weeping | 
eyes, begging pity of the ſtranger who 
paſſes by; on his ſtone engraved his 
name, how long he lived, ending with 
this line, 

Fhankful for the paſt, yet hope, for a better 


to come, 
or as a ſage of ours deſired; did he fore- 
ſee our dire diſgrace, and with his mo- 

numental 


(3 ) 
numental ſtone, cried forbear ? for on the 
marble, is wrote, 
Friend, with prudence life enjoy ; 
When you are tired, 
Come and take a nap. 
O had we known how to make the moſt 
of life, we had enjoyed the preſent mo- 
ment in peace; and whilſt we with offi- 
cious care, endeavoured to cure others 
griefs, had been more mindful of a more 
deadly one, lurking in our fide. Depart 
from theſe walls we muſt, with regret I 
name it, at leaſt a part. Now we may 
faintly gueſs what pain, our firſt parents 
felt, when driven from their Olympian 
ſeat. Ceaſe, ceaſe your griefs, my friends, 
it will not avail ; other paſſions cheriſh ; 
revenge, ah, revenge! for now the ſword 
1s drawn, which never ſhall be ſheathed 
by us. Sooner than friendſhip ſhould 
unite our intereſt with theirs, may theſe 
towering turrets, the wonder and admi- 
| ration 
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ration of the age, to the ground recline, 
a lurking hole for adders, or forſaken by 
men, be overgrown with ivy, a neſt for 


ſcreech owls, or its favourite tenant be 


the raven, whoſe colour and hoarſe croak- 
ing tone, is fit, in character of ſexton, 


to toll our r paing knclI. 


To arms; — but not to hoſtile arms, 


as thoſe mankind with venomed ſpite 


pierce the bowels of each other, then 
ſmile with horror over a brother's blood, 


that they have prevailed. — No; it is by 
art. Art to art we muſt oppoſe. By ar- 


tifice we ſhall ſucceed. Such artifice as 


you will commend ; and the people be- 


nefited ; whom {ill we may hold in awe, 


and, by ſeemingly not controul, com- 


mand. In brief I do recommend that 
we and ours be ſworn for ever, never to 
countenance any of thoſe ſons of genius 
or their works, Next, i in the preſent in- 

ſtant, 


1 


ſtant, we know neceſſity demands a ſacri- 


fice; let that appear a willing offer; ſo 


ſhall it be deemed a virtue, and our be- 
nevolence will be praiſed. It ſhall be re- 
ported, we have ſeen the diſtreſſes of our 
fellow creatures, the ills they labour un- 
der : therefore ſome of us will give up 
our preſent eaſe, content to endure fa- 
tigue, in order to eſtabliſh colleges like 
this, wherein we will openly teach their 
children our ſkill; as an encouragement 
for emulation, inſtitute honorary degrees. 
To this it will be proper to hint, what 
vaſt improvements phyſic will obtain, if 


public receptacles for the lame and ſick 


are built, wherein Experience, the grand 
aſſayer, tries and reports the different 


charms propoſed, which will redound 


much to our credit. Happy the man in 
the world's eſteem, who can ſet his foot 
on a building ſo preferable in eminence : 
and, but for love of fame or lucre, who 

would 
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would be found, on principles of huma- 
nity, (a word fo often blazoned) to en- 
dure the horrid fight, the more nauſeous 
ſmell, or with diſeaſe familiar to dwell ? 
Alſo at ftated times, we meet either here, 
or in a diſtant convenient place, to hear 


how we are received, to form or reviſe 


new codes of laws for our officers to ob- 


ſerve, and conſider of new improvements 


propoſed, before they receive our ſanction. 


Terms like theſe ſoon gained applauſe, 
and peace once more fits ſmiling on their 


| brow; content is echoed through the 


manſion ; ſoon they ſign ; in ſolemn oath 


they ſwear, ſuch awful oath as in the 


northern country is dictated.“ Then 


* Oaths in England are adminiſtered ſo often by per- 
ſons of little conſequence, and with that indifference, even 
to boys of fifteen years of age, who make the monthly en- 
tries for their right conſcientious maſters, at the Exciſe 
Office, that it might be worth the conſideration of the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe to ena@ every maſter, at the 

E beginning 


( 


lots are caſt who ſhould adjourn, that 


animoſity no more ſhould reign; each 
one takes his ſcrip, prepares to go, whom 
chance ſelected. 


In different countries they ſtray, as by 


inclination led, and where the courteous 


reception bids them welcome, there they 
fix their tent; for where is the labourer, 
who bending under a burden too great to 
bear, but is obliged to the willing hand 
that doth alleviate his diſtreſs. 


beginning of a year, or commencing buſineſs, to come 


before one or more of them, and be regularly ſworn faith- 


fully to diſcharge the duties required by the legiſlatures 
An oath in Scotland, on trials, is in general adminiſtered 
by the judge ta the witneſs, who holds up his right hand 
in court, and repeats after him to this purpoſe : I ſwear 
by the Almizhty God, and as I ſnall anſwer that God at 
the great day of judgment, I will ſpeak the truth, and 
nothing but the truth. — On other more ſolemn occafions 
an oath is admin. ftered in this manner: The perſon, whe- 
ther man or woman, kneels down with the knee bare, on 
the Bible, and repeats in a laudible voice, As he hopes for 


all the bleflings contained therein, fo he wiſhes all the 


curſes contained in that book may fail on him, if he ſpeaks 
not the truth, 


Now 
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Now under their direction rife the 
hoſpital dome, by CyanxITyY bleſſed, to 
which FarTH directs the ſickly pilgrim, 
whilſt Horz exalts his painful ſtep.— 
Here ſpacious halls are open to lecturiſe, 
and other rooms moſt magnificent, well 


preſerved with rarities from foreign coun- 


tries brought, on which the viſitor de- 


lights to pour. A library too of books ſo 


numerous, the title page alone to read, 
would take the leiſure time of man's ſmall 
ſpan allotted here below to range. Here 
often in profound debate they met, by 
Aſtronomy, Philoſophy, Mathematics aſ- 
ſiſted; and often had they cauſe for joy, * 


* Few of the preſent gentlemen of the faculty have 
more cauſe to exult, in ſeeing their endeavors crowned 


 viith "fucceſs, than Dr. Johnſon, the firſt promoter of a 


deſign (mentioned by Dr. Mead) to reſtore perſons appa- 
rently drowned to life. See his work, in octavo, enti- 
tled, An Account of ſome Societies, at Amſterdam and 
Hamburgh, for the Recovery of drowned Perſons, and of 
fimilar Inſtitutions, &c, &c. By Alexander Johnſon, 
M. D. London, 1773. Sold by John Nourſe. Price 33. 
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yet often in ſecret deplore, their healing 
art was to a narrow circle confined ; more 
ſo when they beheld meagre ſickneſs fit 
hovering o'er the gloomy couch, threat- 
ening deſtruction to one, wherein a fe- 
male's earthly happineſs doth conſiſt, and 
where the ſcene diſplays the lovely 
mourner, whoſe tender heart is ſwoln 
too big to ſhew the outward ſign of grief, 
whilſt ſhe, in penſive filence, eyes her 
children, whoſe disfigured faces diſplay 
the drooping tear, accompanied with 
throbbing ſighs, harbinger of greater 


Here might you behold, no unuſual 
fight, a chemiſt over fires almoſt ſpent, 
by noxious fumes ſurrounded, yet in 
- rapture gaze at the ſhining fluid, in flow 
progreſſion flow, and by creative fancy 
give a power unknown before to chear 
the human frame; when a ſudden chil- 

ling 


(37 ) 
ling breath of air, or other trifling cif- 
cumftance unforeſeen, mars the whole, 
and wakes him from his golden dream ; 
yet, with vigor unexhauſted, phcenix 
like, from the aſhes he ſelets the ſcat- 


| tered fragments, and, unwearied, in a 


new crucible renews his operative ſcheme. 


| Here, in this vaſt receptacle, choice 


| herbs are ſtrung, from which the rich 


perfume is diſtilled in fragrant drops, or 


the nectarious draught is drawn, to ſo- 


lace wearied nature's languid ſpirits; or 
if the pulſe too high doth beat, and pains 
are felt too keen for her to bear, then 
the Letharian drug obeys their call, whe- 
ther in liquid or in extract by the ſkilful 
hand prepared. Here alſo other herbs 
leſs coſtly, yet all for different purpoſes 


ordained, and for the healing cooling 


ointment are preferred. Alſo Arabian 


ſpice, with other precious balſams, are 


ſtored, 


(3B) 
fored; and every other botanical ingre- 
dient; or minerals diverſifyed, which 
deep from the bowels of the earth are 
torn, on which experience has ſtamped 
her charaQteriftic, friendly to aid their 
ſympathetic wiſh. : 


In other apartments, moſt reverently 


are depoſited the trophies, of the anatomi- 


cal ſkill, where oft, he, whoſe province 
It was to unrobe the human trunk, has 
with a godlike ſmile exulting ſtood, and 
to the liſtening medical tribe diſplayed, 
the different plaits which form our in- 
| terior coat of mail; each part ſo microſ- 
copically juſt is framed, a work how ama- 
zing, awful, grand! paſt human com- 
prehenſion. In filence they adore, and 
laud a Berne whoſe providential care is 
crowned with omnipotence. Thus im- 
preſſed, forth they obey the ſummons of 
diſtreſs, and. breathe to them a part of 
love 
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( 39 ) 
love divine, which they themſelves had 


here imbibed. Soon they ſaw the ex- 


piring flame of anxious life reyive. New 
wonders now proclaim, the ſcience of 
phyſic, is from Heaven deſcended. 


' Eee wer claſs the theme, have bet the 
pen — INSCRIBE 


but neither pen, nor yet the keen edged 


chiſel, which deep in the rock ſhall plough 
the hallowed name, can with full force 
deſcribe the merit of many elders, who 
from this ſociety have emerged, great 
beyond greatneſs, —mageſtic in ſimplicity 
ſhewn, ſuch, was their diffuſive ſkill in 
relieving human woes. Man's ſhape they 
wore, yet angel's work performed ; al- 
though in years by compariſon they 
were reputed old, yet young they ſeemed, 
and life reſigned, as wearied huſbandmen 
to ſleep recline, Their names, their 
memories, live freih; and their works 
remain 


_— bus have the piößheeles bern dab 
filed, and * * 3 of vl ſprung.” 
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remain monuments of Fame (a ur to 
their r facteffors) dr durable than tablets 
2 91 or che * 
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